3/16/72 


Hr. Fred Graham 
She Hew York Simos 

iyao i. st., m 

Washington, D.C. 

Bear Fred, 

John Kifcbblll's sanctimony, not a desire to embarrass you, sponsors this letter and 
and the time it will take. His Department is your beat, if the hearings are not. 

You sill remember tiiat wh eaa you phoned me in January I reminded you that when 1 5 -^ 
filed my Glvil Action 718-70 to get the official capias of the affidavits used to got 
Jam ©3 Earl Hay exfcradicted from "ondon, I phoned the limes, spoke to Tom Wicker, who was 
about to leave, end at his suggastion left a message for you. You claimed not to have gotten 
it. However, it was not unknown in the %aes office, and that night I got a navs from a 
reporter unknown to mo thanking me for using the law and expressing the regret that the 
major media would not. DPI moved a small piece on this. 

Prior to filing that action, under the® mechanics of the Department, I asked gjs& fe dieas t 
for these official and public records, what the law defines as "public information. " He lied 
repeatedly aid without any possibility of doubt. Mr. kifcoheil seems indignant at the suggestion 
that iaeindieiist would be considered even capable of lying-, but he has personal invwl.yi g o 
in this case. 

Kleindienst first lied in saying he did not have these records. He then lied in saying 
they were records of the British government rattier than ours. He lied still again in saying 
that even if he Jiad theso records, they would bo exempt under the law as investigative records, 
a rather exotic interpretation of court records for a man who would be Attorney General. When 
we wrote Kleindienat giving him to understand that wa knew and could prove h© was lying, Ms 
curt reply was that he aBBorod to his expressed position, these lies. 

to>ng the proofs that klcttndienat did lie and did it knowingly is a letter from the 
State Department saying it has &Lvan these records to kleindienst. Of course, w© k new that 
Justice* and State both bad their files copies, but these are the records confiscated from 
the British court, I think an unhaarGof precedent in Anglo-Saxon juMaprudence. And a passing 
comment of which I am reminded by raul Vaiontine ' 3 story in this morning's Post, when Kledn- 
dienst ramroaded his prsvontivo-detontion law through, his Mg gun was the judge who Mid per- 
mitted the confiscation of the only official copy of these records outside the) possession 
of the United States Government, w h±e? Judge Frank Hilton, of tho Boasr St. Magistrate's Court. 

Justice stalled until the moment of hearing after X filed. Mitchell -personally then over— 
ruled.. KLeindicast and directed that the files be given to me. Me thus also records Ms knowledge 
that |CLiendienot is a liar and on a basic legal right, something X wish had been a factor in 
consideration of Ms appointment, flare than not-exeeptional political crookedness, X believe 
tMs is a measure of what can be expected of him as Attorney General. Mitchell •£ and all the 
other letters are on file in federal district court in Washington. As you know, X can give 
you copies, but as X know you have a reluctance in getting anything from me, especially when 
£ t is pertinent to your work and you call to ask for it. 

2 ha story does not end there, for there remains contempt of the order of a federal 
judge and what X believe is perjury.ifjbmot suborned by Kloindieast, com itted in Ms behalf. 
Justice stalled so long in delivering what X had asked and paid for I had to go to court any- 
way. Judge Cgcrran chewed the Justice attorney, Anderson, out in court. Anderson defended him- 
self by saying Sloindienst had not even given him to get copied what was withheld until the 



beloro. Oijrran, noting that copying takes but minutes, gave Justice a week to deliver, 

^ SI/ 10 * 011 the , e;Leht ^ 1 aPI-^ared in court and got a summary judgement. You have 
not reported many awarded against the Department of Justice, which, naturally, made this 
not newsworthy. I don t know how many Deputy Attorneys General have arranged for any, but 

oT-LZs *“ “• “* lf "“«*« — « ~ ^portrayal 

And cypgQll 

with S*! T ** ^ Ven as MStiAm. filed an affidavit 

^ ^ ^ “ fact * dfilivered of what was withheld to me in 

IITZ, t * fXm **“ ^ TOb ability of the judge ordering the delivery in his 

presence of what ae claimed under oath to have delivered or his silence in the face of it. 

Paul Valentine happened to be in that court with me at that time and can and will attest that 
not only .,1 not give* this but was refused it and that he, Paul, drove me S™ 2 £ 

b T?, lawye f S 0ffi j :Q m 1513 >ja Y ***& to the Post. iJoroovar, when it was ultimately mailed 

s superior, it was with a dated, covering letter I also have. Thus Justice itself 
rSI™ f^°h t 3a J+ itS d±d °° mlt (for Kleindienst). Nothing could be more 

if tlTdtSJfnn n °? n £ i 0r T than th±S ’ hcjnce 1 be]LieTO it is perjury* I have charged 
it to ilxtchell and Kleindiesnt without response, hot even pro forma denial. 

®iat is no less incredible is that in a number of letters from Justice in this case 

1 ^ y ° U Can rCaCh yoUr conclusions on ’ 

, . wha * oa the kind of Attorney General Eleindienst can be expected to be is 

^at happed to those public, court records confiscated and delivered Whim, one of the 
s _* tt thheld A rom me and tie,, subject of the Anderson perjury* it was class'? find! a 

10 »“» «“ «*» t^3£8h*i 

Lt ana remains totally unreported by the Times and by you, for if vou n, ver 
xLinaimZlh** Z °5 yoU at dicker* s suggestion, we did discuss this in January 'and 

M , h 33 bGen ;ul ias3 n9Wa ever since, roost recently with Mit chell * s feigned indirna- 

tion that anyone could conceive his noble Deputy could do so terribleTt^J Sli^^ 

t , as i>epUty was ^ J^cect charge of all POI requests. In all three 

I have filed jaciMK BPS Wetted. 'The proof is available for your e ^dStiS! xS SL 
1/9 .te, coataias of oao of soTszal p^usUs la tho 

p + has charged you and the Post with irresponsibility. Both tho line- jmd thn 

o fiitchell a statement, i* not with trie subject he addressed. I wi=sh I r-nntti r, r; t, . 
orrindeod, a 2t; SSf ^ V**V determinations of" 5 &t is"" 


Sincerely, 


Harold fe'cisberg 



